
          Message from the Director 

 Why is Summit invested in IB? 

The International Baccalaureate’s mission drives our teaching and learning practices because we un-

derstand that our job is to prepare our scholars to meet the challenges that will face them in college; 

these challenges include being prepared for global competition.  I believe that IB’s Approaches to 

Learning are elements that will help scholars meet the global challenges of the future. We strive to 

create a learning environment that is conducive to this IB philosophy. With this, we hope to enable scholars to think 

critically and challenge assumptions. We learn, practice, and make commitments to focus on these aspect during our 

trainings as professionals. As a part of this environment, we also strive to foster understanding and learning beyond the 

region, this helps embrace cultures both domestic and international.  Through scholar’s learning experiences with their 

teachers as mentors we hope that scholars develop skills 

that will help them identify their strengths and opportunity 

areas in order to grow as learners. To this end, on Wednes-

day after such a polarizing election many of our scholars en-

tered the building with a range of emotions from joy to an-

ger and in some cases fear. We were able to set norms and 

allow a safe and open space for scholars to express a variety 

of perspectives. Our counseling department, the English 

classroom teachers, and the school leadership team support-

ed scholars through this process. As a school we want to 

build more socially conscious scholars. I am happy to report 

that our scholars did a fantastic job articulating their 

thoughts whatever they were. They were able to live the IB 

mission that states, the program “encourages students 

across the world to become active, compassionate, and life-

long learning who understand that other people with their 

difference, can also be right.” Thank you for continuing to 

support and trust Uplift Summit with your scholar’s educa-

tion. We have much to be thankful for during this season!    

Support UIL Athletics, One Act, and Robotics  

Summit HS is  running a fundraiser selling discount cards that will begin on Monday, November 14 until November 28th.  The 

cards are $20. The cards support UIL Athletics, One Act, and Robotics.  The cards will be sold during carline if any parent 

would  like to purchase one. Let’s continue to provide enriching experiences for scholars.  
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Mark your Calendar 

11/14  Progress Report 

11/16   Senior Volunteer  event  

11/17           V.I.P meeting  

11/18  UIL grade check 

11/21-11/ 25     Thanksgiving break    

12/07  10th grade field trip (TBD)         

12/9  College March 

12/14– 12/20 CA Testing  

12/20  College Brick Laying Ceremony 

12/16-12/21 Scholar half day 

12/22-01/09 Winter Break          

01/10   Scholars return  



Message From the Deans 

Dean of Instruction:  

Greeting Skyhawk Family! I hope your school year is going smoothly for your scholars. I have a few updates to ad-
dress for this month’s newsletter! 

 ‘End of Semester/Early Testing Procedure’ -  No semester exams will be administered prior to Friday, 
12/16.  Starting 12/16, students may attempt to schedule tests       during study halls, periods where they don't 
have an exam, or after school at teachers' discretion.  If the missed exams cannot be taken within these parame-
ters, students should receive an “I” for Q2, E1, & S1 and will have to make the tests up by 1/11/17. 

 ‘AP Fees Increase’ – Due to the state not reimbursing us for a portion of the AP Exam fees for scholars that quali-
fy for Free and Reduced Lunch, the reduced AP Exam fee is now $62 dollars. The non-prorated fee is $93 and 
College Board is still reducing $31 off for our scholars that qualify. Parents, let us go ahead and get ahead on 
these fees so that we are not waiting until the last minute to pay for your scholars chance to get college credit at 
a much reduced price! It is extremely important that you prioritize these fees in order the success of the Summit 
and our scholars. The number of scholars who has passed three or more AP Exams nationwide is 22% while in 
Texas the percentage is 12%. Here, at Summit International Preparatory, we are at 34%. Your scholar could en-
sure that this number continues to grow and show why we are the fourth best high school in the state.  

 “Maximizing Instruction Time” – One thing that I want to make sure that is being utilizing is every single minute 
that we have with your scholars. Therefore, I want to make sure that everyone is stressing the time that our 
scholars are in the classrooms at all times. You, as parents, should be receiving alerts when your child is late to 
school, late to class, or even counted absent in a class. If you are not receiving these alerts, please reach out to 
one of the leadership team members so we can get you signed up to receive these alerts. Thanks for your contin-
ued support.  

 “Freshmen English Support” – Freshmen parents, I can guarantee you that your freshmen scholar is getting the 
same quality instruction in our English 1 class that they are receiving in the other classes that they are attended. 
We are actively seeking potential candidates to lead them for the rest of the year. Until then, there has been a 
joint effort from our Director (who actually taught high school English), our high school Reading Specialist, and, 
last but not least, myself. We all know how important this class is for high school and the rest of their lives, 
which is why there are SO many hands on deck. If your scholar does not feel supported or is not getting the qual-
ity instruction that they want and deserve, please tell them to set up a meeting with me so we can get on the 
same page, which I have already instructed them to do as well.  

Homecoming Week  

 
 



Message From the Deans 

 

Dean of Scholars’ Desk:  

As we enter the 2nd quarter and our holiday season, there are many exciting things to report on and look forward to 
in the coming weeks:  

Skyhawk Traditions:  

Red Ribbon Week/International Fall Festival:  

Our annual Summit International Preparatory International Fall Festival coincided with our Red Ribbon Week festivi-
ties. Scholars were invited to recognize the events by wearing a particular item of clothing to represent their com-
mitment to being drug free. On 10/28 we celebrated our annual International Fall Festival where scholars were invit-
ed to dress in attire that represents their cultural background. Parents, scholars and community members also      
participated in the festival by preparing dishes from their respective cultures and trying foods from all over the 
globe. We were excited to also see a large turn-out for our annual Theater production “Summit Haunted House” 
which ran concurrently with the Fall Festival and gave scholars and parents a fun scare while preparing for the Hal-
loween weekend.  

Summit Homecoming 2016-2017  

Homecoming week was in full force from Oct. 31-Nov. 5th as Skyhawk Nation celebrated Skyhawks in Neverland as 
this year’s theme for the events. Scholars were invited to dress in different outfits to represent the day’s festivities 
which culminated in the Homecoming game in which the Varsity Girls’ Basketball team was victorious over Uplift 
Mighty and the Homecoming Dance held on Saturday Nov. 5th which drew a large number of Summit scholars and 
friends. The week was a success and school spirit is at an all-time high! Go Skyhawks! 

Skyhawk Updates:  

Tardy(s) and Dress Code 

Scholars and parents are reminded that excessive tardy(s), dress code violations will result in increased penalties for 
the repeated infractions or unserved detentions. Consequences for excessive tardy(s) or dress code violations are 
Tue/Thursday afterschool detention from 4:15-5:15pm, Saturday School Detention from 9-12pm or In-school suspen-
sion for (1) school day in order to make up the time lost for being late to school. If extenuating circumstances arise 
and prevent a scholar from being on time or in full uniform, please contact the Dean of Scholars, Mr. Pena in order 
to schedule a conference to discuss possible options.  

Scholar Discipline:  

In order to clarify SIP’s consequence policy I have attached a table outlining all reflection times.  

 

For any questions please email jopena@uplifteducation.org  

  

Consequence Time Supervisor/Location 

Tues./Thur. Reflection Hall 4:15-5:15 Teacher on Duty/Room 220 

HW Hall (as needed) 3:00-4:00 Teacher Assigned Classroom   

Friday Attendance Hall 4:15-5:15 Dean of Scholars/Room 220 

Saturday Reflection Hall 9:30-12:30 Dean of Scholars/Secondary Building 

mailto:jopena@uplifteducation.org


Message From the Deans 

Dean of College Prep: 

Talking to Your Teen. It may not always be easy to talk with your teen, but it is important that you support your 
teen throughout their college planning – help them organize the process, meet deadlines, and talk with the right 
people.  Here are a few tips to consider. 
 
Listen.  Be receptive to and listen when your teen wants to discuss career and/or college plans.  
 
Explore.  Have your teen explore career and college options and collect as much information as possible.  
 
Encourage.  Encourage them to capture their ideas on paper.  One idea is to create a scrapbook of their plans for 
career and college. 
 
Be aware.  Be aware of various deadlines for applications to colleges and financial aid.  Put them on  calendar that 
both you and your teen can look at. 
 
Step in.  Suggest that your teen meet with a school counselor at least once a year, beginning in the 10 th grade, to 
learn more about college and career planning. 
 
Step out.  Give your teen the space and support to set some goals and take steps to reach them. 
 
Be supportive.  Be supportive of your teen, and meet with their counselor if you sense that he or she needs addi-
tional help. 
 
Connect to career.  Encourage your teen by helping them see the connection between college and career.  Empha-
size the importance of selecting a major that helps them prepare for a career. 
 
Research.  If your teen is undecided about a career direction, do not try to fix it.  Let them look into all the possibili-
ties. 
 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Margaret Rosenbaun at mrosen-

baum@uplifteducation.org  

News From the Librarian 

The Uplift Summit Secondary Library provides scholars with access to resources 24/7.   

 Scholars can access: 

   -  The library card catalog 

  -  Databases to obtain information for research or homework assignments 

  -  Access to full text, downloadable eBooks 

  -  Reading suggestions, including lists of books that college bound scholars should be reading 

  -  Links to newspapers from all over the world 

  -  Link to the Arlington Public Library to access their resources, including homework help 

  -  From the school network:  http://library 

  -  From home or a mobile device:  http://siplibrary.weebly.com 
 

Librarian: Suzanne Spruiell, SSpruiell@uplifteducation.org  

mailto:mrosenbaum@uplifteducation.org
mailto:mrosenbaum@uplifteducation.org
http://library
http://siplibrary.weebly.com


Message From the Grade Level Chairs 

Hello 9th Grade  

 As quarter one has come to a close, it's important to reflect on what went well and what did not this quarter. All fresh-
man have been assigned a reflective essay in which they need to analyze their academic behaviors this past quarter and to ex-
plain what their trajectory would be for the next four years should that behavior continue. I'd encourage you to review your 
scholar's essay and give him/her feedback on his/her academic progress. In addition to report cards and reflective essays, schol-
ars should bring home their pre-ACT scores in the next two weeks. Scholars will use those scores to make an academic growth 
plan as well as an early list of colleges that they might later seek to attend. I'd also like to encourage you to go over those scores 
and lists with your scholars. 

While not all scholars may have performed to his/her potential this quarter, it's important to remember that there's a lot of time 
left in the school year to improve grades if the proper changes are made. I would encourage all parents to check PowerSchool at 
least once a week. In addition to providing grades, PowerSchool is also capable of delivering notifications for missed assignments 
and failing grades if the proper notifications are turned on. I would encourage scholars to attend tutoring for any classes they are 
failing or are otherwise underperforming in . I'd also encourage all scholars to check with their teachers to see if the tutoring 
schedule for each class has changed, as most teachers' duty schedules are changing with the new quarter.  

The 9th grade team looks forward to working with you to maximize your scholar's learning potential this year.  

Grade level chair: Scott Delcambre, sdelcambre@uplifteducation.org  

 Welcome 10th Grade 
 

 It seems unreal, but the 2nd quarter is almost half way completed! I first want to congratulate all of the scholars who I 
saw receiving awards at the awards ceremony last month and all their hard work so far this year.  

By now you should have received communication from your scholar’s teachers if they are currently not passing the class. Please 
keep track of your scholar’s progress on power school and reach out to their teachers if you have any questions. All 10th grade 
teachers have set tutorial times and there are redo’s for summative assessments in each class. I highly encourage that if your 
scholar struggles mastering a concept on their summative exam that they redo it with the teacher. All the 10th grade teachers 
are determined to ensure that your scholar masters the content. 

Grade level chair: Ryan Lininger, rlininger@uplifteducation.org  

      Greetings 11th Grade 
Scholars are running an experiment to determine the genetic and environmental component of dimorphism in mosquitos in or-
der to reduce the size of the female mosquitos. The species is Aedes egypti and is the vector for the Zika virus. Initial results have 
demonstrated that females’ size differences are 100% environmental (no genetic difference) and we have reduced the females’ 
size to that of a male.  

If repeated trials reinforce our first set of trials, the data will be proposed as a way to help slow and control the spread of the 
Zika virus without the use of insecticides by reducing female size to reduce egg cutch sizes. Ask your child about the stage they 
are right now. Some of our 11th graders are even working on their project during their lunch time. It’s very interesting to see how 
invested they are! 

Grade level chair: Yessenia Hackett-Evans, yevans@uplifteducation.org     

  Salutations 12th grade  

The senior class has been busy working on college applications, financial aid and scholarships.  

If senior parents need additional help with the financial aid process, please email Ms. Woodhouse and she will be happy to set 
up an appointment to help. A few scholarships and scholarship search engines the seniors are working on are: 

 www.fastweb.com  

 www.zinch.com   

 scholarshipamerica.org  

 Dellscholars.org   

 HSF.net 
 
Grade level chair: Michele Curry– Woodhouse, mwoodhouse@uplifteducation.org 

mailto:sdelcambre@uplifteducation.org
mailto:rlininger@uplifteducation.org
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.zinch.com


High School Projected CA Schedule 

 

 

  12/14/16 12/15/16 12/16/16 12/19/16 12/20/16 12/21/16 

  Wednesday Thursday 
Friday 

1/2 DAY 
Monday 
1/2 DAY 

Tuesday 
1/2 DAY 

Wednesday 
1/2 DAY 

Period A Day B Day A Day B Day A Day  B Day 

 Writing Humanities Science Spanish 
MAKE-UP 

DAY 
MAKE-UP 

DAY 
CA test-

ing 
8:00-10:15am 8:00-10:15am 8:00-10:15am 

8:00-
10:15am 

8:00-10:15am 8:00-10:15am 

Test 
Collec-
tions 

10:15 –10:20 
Test Collections 

10:15 – 10:20 
Test Collections 

10:15 – 10:30 
Break/Test Col-

lections 

10:15 – 10:30 
Break/Test 
Collections 

    

     
Math 

10:30 – 12:30 
Reading 

10:30 – 12:30 
    

Lunches 

A Lunch: 
12:30-1:00 
(11th/12th) 
B Lunch: 

1:10 -1:40 (9th/10th) 

A Lunch: 
12:30-1:00 

(11th/12th) 
B Lunch: 

1:10 -1:40 
(9th/10th) 

Grab & Go 
Lunch 

12:35-1:00 

Grab & Go 
Lunch 

12:35-1:00 

  
Grab & Go 

Lunch 
12:35-1:00 

  

  
Grab & Go 

Lunch 
12:35-1:00 

  

1st  
Period 

10:20-11:20am 10:20-11:20am 

No classes 
1:00pm Dismis-

sal 

No classes 
1:00pm Dis-

missal 

8:00-9:15am 8:00-9:15am 

2nd  
Period 

11:25-12:25pm 11:25-12:25pm 9:20-10:20am 9:20-10:20am 

5th  
Period 

12:30-2:50pm 
Regular lunch 

times: 
11/12: 12:30-

1:00pm 
9/10: 1:10-

1:40pm 
*11/12 will report 

straight to Café 
after 2nd 

12:30-2:45pm 
Regular lunch 

times: 
11/12: 12:30-

1:00pm 
9/10: 1:10-

1:40pm 
*11/12 will re-
port straight to 
Café after 2nd 

10:25-
11:25am 

10:25-
11:25am 

6th  
Period 2:55-3:55pm 2:50-3:55pm 

11:30-
12:35pm 

  

11:30-
12:35pm 


